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§ 6. Such judges may, with like privileges as the judges of circuit
and county courts, interchange with each other, and with the judges of
circuit, superior, county and probate courts, and may hold court for
each other, and for judges of circuit, superior, county and probate
courts, and perform each other’s duties, and the duties of judges of
circuit, superior, county and probate courts, when they find it neces-
sary or convenient,

ArprroVED April 21, 1899,
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AN Act to regulale the treatment and control of dependent, neg-
lected and delinquent children.

SEctioN 1. Be il enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,
represented in the General Assembly: Drrinrrions.| This act shall
apply only to children under the age of 16 years not now or here-
aftor inmates of a State institution, or any training school for hoys
or industrial school for girls or some institution incorporated under
the laws of this State, except as provided in sections twelve (12) and
eighteen (18). For the purposes of this act the words dependent
child and neglected child shall mean any child who for any reason is
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destitute or homeless or abandoned; or dependent upon the public
for support; or has not proper parental care or guardianship; or who
habitually begs or receives alms; or who is found living in any house
of ill fame or with any vicious or disreputable person; or whose
home, by reason of neglect, cruelty or depravity on the part of its
parents, guardian or other person in whose care it may be, is an unfit
place for such a child; and any child under the age of 8 years who
is found peddling or selling any article or singing or playing any
musical instrument upon the streets or giving any public entertain-
ment. The words delinquent child shall include any child under the
age of 16 years who violates any law of this State or any, city or vil-
lage ordinance. The word child or children may mean one or more
children, and the word parent or parents may be held to mean one or
both parents, when consistent with the intent of this act. The
word association shall include any corporation which includes in its
purposes the care or disposition of children coming within the
meaning of this act.

§ 2. JurisprorioN.] The circuit and county courts of the sever-
al counties in this State shall have original jurisdiction in all cases
coming within the terms of this act. In all trials under this act any
person interested therein may demand a jury of six, or the judge of
his own motion may order a jury of the same number, to try the case.

§ 8. JuveNiLE CourT.] - In counties having over 500,000 popula-
tion the judges of the circuit court shall, at such times as they shall
determine, designate one or more of their number whose duty it
shall be to hear all cases coming under this act. A special court-
room, to be designated as.the juvenile court room, shall be provided
for the hearing of such caseg, and the findings of the court shall be
entered in a book or books to be kept for that purpose and known
as the “Juvenile Record,” and the court may, for convenience, be
called the “Juvenile Court.”

§ 4. PrriTion T0 THE CoURT.] Any reputable person, being
resident in the county, having knowledge of a child in his county
who appears to be either neglected, dependent or delinquent, may
file with the clerk of a court having jurisdiction in the matter a pe-
tition in writing, setting forth the facts, verified by affidavit. Tt
shall be sufficient that the affidavit is upon information and belief.

§ 5. Summons.] Upon the filing of the petition a summons
ghall issue requiring the person having custody or control of the
child, or with whom the child may be, to appear with the child at a
place and time stated in the summons, which time shall be not less
than 24 hours after service. The parents of the child, if living, and
theirresidence is [if] known, or its legal guardian, if one there be, or if
there is neither parent nor guardian, or if his or her residence is not
known, then some relative, if there be one and his residence is known,
shall be notified of the proceedings, and in any case the judge may
appoint some suitable person fo act in behalf of the child. If the
person summoned as herein provided shall fail, without reasonable
cause,to appear and abide the order of the court, or to bring the
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§ 11. CuitpreN UnpEr TWELVE YEARS NoT 70 BE COMMITTED
T0 JaiL.] No court or magistrate shall commit a child under twelve
(12) years of age to a jail or police station, but if such child is un-
able to give bail it may be committed to the care of the sheriff,
police officer or probation officer, who shall keep such child in some
suitable place provided by the city or county outside of the inclosure
of any jail or police station. When any child shall be sentenced to
confinement in any institution to which adult convicts are sentenced
it shall be unlawful to confine such child in the same building with
such adult convicts, or to confine such child in the same yard or
inclosure with such adult convicts, or to bring such child into any
yard or building in which such adult convicts may be present.

§ 12. Acents oF JuveNILE Rerormatories.] It shall be the
duty of the superintendent of the State Reformatory at Pontiac and
the board of managers of the State Home for Juvenile Female Offend.-
ors at Gieneva, and the board of managers of any other institution to
which juvenile delinquents may be committed Ly the courts, to
maintain an agent of such institution, whose uty it shall be to exam-
ine the homes of children paroled from such insiitution for the pur-
pose of ascertaining-and reporting to said court whether they are
suitable homes; to assist children paroled or discharged from such
institution in finding suitable employment, and to maintain a friend-
ly supervision over paroled inmates during the continuace of their
parole; such agents shall hold office subject to the pleasure of the
board making the appointment, and shall receive such compensa-
tion as such board may determine out of any funds appropriated for
such institution applicable thereto.

§ 13. SurervisioN BY StATE COMMISSIONERS OF PuBLic CHARI-
TiEs.] All associations receiving children under this act shall be
subject to the same visitation, inspection and supervision of
the Board of State Commissioners of Public Charities as the public
charitable institutions of this State. The judges of the courts here-
inbefore mentioned may require such information aid statistics
from associations desiring to have children committed to their care
under the provisions of this act as said judges deem necessary in
order to enable them to exercise a wise discretion in dealing with
children. Every such association shall file with the Board of State
Commissioners of Public Charities an annual printed or written Teport,
which shall include a statement of the number of children cared for
during the year, the number received, the number placed in homes,
the number died, the number returned to friends; also a financial
statement showing the receipts and disbursements of the associations.
The statement of receipts shall indicate the amount received from
public funds, the amount received from donations aud the amount
received from other sources, specifying the several sources. The
statement of dishursements shall show the amount expended for
salaries and other expenses, specifying the same, the amount expend-
ed for lands, buildings and investments. The secretary of the board
of public charities shall furnish to the judge of each of the county
courts a list of associations filing such annual reports, and no child
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shall he commitiod to the care of any association which shall not
have filed a report for the fiscal year last preceding with the State
Board of Commissioners of Pablic Charities.

$ 14, INCORPORATION OF AssociaTiovs.] No associntion whose
‘objects may ecmbrace the caring for dependent, neglected or delin-
quent children shall hereafter be incorporated unless the proposed
articles of incorporation shall first have been submitted to the exam-
ination of the Board of State Commissioners of Public Charities, and
the Becretary of State shall not issue a certificate of incorporation
unless there shall first be filed in his office the certificate of said
Board of Btate Commissioners of Public Charities that snid board Las
examined the said articles of incorporation and that, in its judgment,
the incorporators are reputablo and responsible persons, the proposed
work is needed, and the incorporation of such agsociation is desirable
and for the publicgood; amendments proposed to the articles of incor-
poration or association having as au object the care and disposal of
dependent, noglected or delingquent children shall he sobmitted in
like manner to the Board of State Commissionsrs of Public Charities,
and the Secretary of State shall not record such amendment or issue
his certificate therefor unless there shall first e filed in his office the
certificate of said Board of State Commissioners of Public Charities
that thoy have examined the said amendment, that the association
in question is, in their judgment, performing in good faith the work
undertaken by it. and that the said amendmoent is, in their judgment,
a proper one and for the public good.

§ 15. SureenpEr oF DepEypest CHIiLDREN — ApopTion.] It
shall be lawfal for the parents, parent, guardian or other person
having the right to dispose of a dependent or neglected child to enter
into an agreement with any association or institution incorporated
under any public or private law of this State for the purpose of aid-
ing, caring for ov placing in homes such children, and being approved
as herein provided. for the surrender of such child to such associa-
tion or institution, to be taken and cared for by such association or
institution or pat into a family home. Such agreement may contain
any and all proper stipulations o that end, and may authorize tho
association or institution, by its attornsy or agent, to appear in any
procacding for the legal adoption of sach ¢hild, and consent to its
adoption, anl the order of the court made upon such consent shall
be binding upou the chilit and its parents or guardian or other per-
son the same as if such parents or guardian or other person were
personally ineourt and consenting thereto, whether made party to
the proceeding or not.

§ 16 Fonmoex Corvorarions.] No association which is incor-
porated nuder the laws of any other state than the State of Illinois
shall place any child in any fammily home within the bonndaries of
the Stats of Dlinols, cither with or without indenture, ov for adop-
tion, unless the said association shall have furnished the Doard of
State Commissioners of Public Charities with such guarantee as they
may requirve that no child shall he brought into the Stale of Illinois
by such society or its agents having any contagious or incurable dis-
ease, or huving any deformity, or heing of feeble mind, or of vicious
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character, and that said association will promptly receive and re-
move from the State any child brought into the State of Illinois by
its agent which shall become a public charge within the period of
five (5) years after being brought into this State. Any person who
shall receive, to be placed in a home, or shall place in a home, any
child in behalf of any association incorporated in any other state
than .the State of Illinois which shall not have complied with the
requirements of this act, shall be imprisoned in the county jail not
more than thirty days, or fined not less than $5.00 or more than one

hundred (100) dollars, or both in the discretion of the court. '

& 17. Revieiovs PREFERENCES.] Thecourt in committing chil-
dren shall place them as far as practicable in the care and custody of
some individual holding the same religious belief as the parents of
said child, or with some association which is controlled by persons of
like religious faith of the parents of the said child.

§ 18. County BoarDs or Visitors.] The county judge of each
county may appoint a board of six reputable inhabitants, who will
serve without compensation, to constitute a board of visitation, whose
duty it shall be to visit as often as once a year all institutions, socie-
ties and associations receiving children under this act. Said visits
shall be made by not less than two of the members of the board, who
shall go together or make a joint report; the said board of visitors
shall report to the court from time to time the condition of children
received by orin the charge of such associations and institutions, and
ghall make an annual report to the Board of State Commissioners of
Public Charities in such form as the board may prescribe. The
county board may, at their discretion, make appropriations for the
payment of the actual and necessary expenses incurred by the visit-
ors in the discharge of their official duties.

§ 19. Poweks or JuveNiLe Court.] The powers and duties
herein provided to be exercised by the county court or the judges
thereof may, in counties having over 500,000 population, be exer-
<f3ise.d by the ecircuit courts and their judges as hereinbefore provided
or.

§ 20.  InpusTriaL aAND TRAINING ScHOOLS NOT AFFECTED.] Noth-
ing in this act shall be construed to repeal any portion of the act to aid
industrial school{s] for girls, the act to provide for and aid training
schools for hoys, the act to establish the Illinois State Reformatory
or the act to provide for a State Home for Juvenile Female Offenders.
And in all commitments to said institutions the acts in reference to
said institutions shall govern the same,

§ 21.  ConstrucTION OF THE AcT.] Thisact shall be liberally con-
strued, to the end that its purpose may be carried out, to-wit: That
the care, custody and discipline of a child shall approximate as nearly
as may be that which should be given by its parents, and in all cases
where it can properly be done the child De placed in an improved
family home and become a member of the family by legal adoption
or otherwise.

APPROVED April 21, 1599,
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